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Yesterday, in the Synagogue, we read the Taorah portion, Terumzh,

This Torah portion deels with the building of the Tebarmecle. The
Jouish people were commanded by G=d to huild the Tebernacle. Thay

were told

".es2nd they zhall make a for Mle 2 sanctuary
and I will duell in them." G-d didn't say ",..and they shall makn fanr
Mo 2 senctuery and { will dwell #n it," « hut p-d said, *1 will duel}
in them.® The purpose of the sanctuary we=s to cause Jewish valuss

end G-d-like actions to dwell in each individusl Jew. The purnnss o°
the tabernacls was te teach the Jaws how to be better people. o
hear, in Judaism, that we are supposed to imbiate Ged=~just es G~-d
feade the hungry, clothes the naked, lifts up those who have fallsn--
8o, touo, wmust we by desds of kindness, by being loving, giving,
compassionate, be G-delike., Jswish peoplec were te build a fabernacle
so that this Sabernacle would allow the values of Judeicm to cucll ir
themv=In tha Holy of Holies of the Tebernacle was the Ark which
contalned the Ten Commandments. Above the Ten Commandments was the
Ark cover vhich was shaped in the form of two children embracing.
These childron, called Cherubs, had wings spread on high screcning th:
Ark with their Paces ome to anaothsr, Thic symbolized that children
should be taught to aspire upwerds, Lo siwvays be the protsctors of th:
Ten Commandments and to always ke concernad with their fellow-men.,

In the Holy part of the Tabarnacle was e teble and & msnsrah which
symbolized the material and spiritual things of lifs. There was,
alsc, a small golden altar upom which incancs was offered to symbolize
that we must be willing te sacrifice, to make sure that our children
aluays kaow the paportance of tha Commendzents and that thesy hava all
the spiritual and material things necsssery for them to slvays lead
morel lives according to the Commandments.
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The Tabernacls illustrated the importance of a Jewish homs. The
home, in Judaiom, is also known as tha Sanctuary. In it we perform
more rituals and observe more Jewish values than we do sven in the
s nagogus. The Jawish home is the most important sanctuary we have
today. If the Tabsrnacle was a portable starage house for the Torah,
our Book of Jawish Laws and Valuss, than the home isy in many vays
8 greater storage house for the Torah. It is in tha home that children
learn haw to put f{nto practice the Commandments. They learn hou the
spiritual and material valuss must be brough into harmony and how to
sacrifice for sach other, and hew this cauces a pleasant foaling
like the incense burned on the golden aliar. 1If we have a Jewish home,
then we learn how G~d can dwell in sach of us. W#a learn how we becama
mare human when we become kindar, more compassionata, caring end G-g-
1like.

Every mambaer of the Jawish people wac commanded to participate
innthe bullding of the Tabernacls~=no one wvas left out. In the same
way, svery one must be consideeed an importent part of the home.

If the Jewish home is to be a tabernacle, averyons plays his sr har
part, Ye seas this on svery Jowish holidaye-gvery member of the family
has a part. #others light cendles, Pathors make Kiddush, children
sing zimeot, ask guestions and have an important rols. This is
similar to thes interpretation of the Lulav and Etrog used on Sucrot.
The Lulav is composed of myrtis, palm and willow., It goes together
with the Etrog. 1If any part of the Lulav or Etrog is missing, we can't
fulfill the mitzveh., Diffornt parts of the Lulav stand ror di?faren:
types of Jeus. Some have great learning, some givo charity and

some do many Mitxvot, and some only know thay're Jows. ®e naed them
all}

In the home we teach evary one to be complets Jews, how tg put

inte practice valyss and laws of our tradition. without the home, our
heritage and traditions will be sventuelly lost,
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I would like to thank my parents for providing me such u Jewish
home. 1 hops and pray that I will always live according te the
values [ learnad in my home, that I will zlways he a concerned
individuai. fey I grow up to be & ecrecii io my femily, tocucherc,
commurdty, my religion, and may I be worthy to build such a Jouwish

Home.

Amen




